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At Grosvenor Road we believe that the systematic approach to the teaching of phonics, which is generally 

understood as 'synthetic' phonics, offers the vast majority of young children the best and most direct route to 

becoming skilled readers 

For this purpose, we use Little Wandle Letters and Sounds, which is a phonics scheme validated by 

the DfE. 

 

This programme overview shows the progression of GPCs and tricky words that we teach term-by-term. The 

progression has been organised so that children are taught from the simple to more complex GPCs, as well 

as taking into account the frequency of their occurrence in the most commonly encountered words. All the 

graphemes taught are practised in words, sentences, and later on, in fully decodable books. Children review 

and revise GPCs and words, daily, weekly and across terms and years, in order to move this knowledge into 

their long-term memory. 

Children need to learn to read as quickly as reasonably possible, so they can move from learning to read, to 

reading to learn, giving them access to the treasure house of reading.  
 



The use of Letters and Sounds begins in Nursery where the aim is for the children to experience regular, 

planned opportunities to listen carefully and talk extensively about what can hear, see and do. As the 

children progress through this phase they will begin to orally blend and segment words. 

Orally segmenting involves the children being able to identify the individual sounds that are contained in 

words e.g. cat is made up of c-a-t.    

Oral blending is the children’s ability to ‘blend’ individual sounds together to form words.  e.g.  s-o-ck blended 

to give the word sock. 

This gives children an excellent foundation for more direct teaching of phonics which begins at the start of 

the Reception year and continues until the children can decode fluently. 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 


