Reception Meeting for Parents
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What is the Early Years Foundation Stage?
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the stage of education for
children from birth to the end of the Reception year.

It is based on the
recognition that
children learn best
through play and
active learning.

This is a very important stage as it helps your child get ready for the next
stage of school as well as preparing them for their future learning and
successes. The curriculum recognises that, from when your child is born,
their early years experience should be happy, active, exciting, fun and
secure; and support their development, care and learning needs.

The Early Years Curriculum
Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and demonstrating their
understanding through
7 areas of learning and development.
Children should mostly develop the 3 prime areas first. These are:
Communication and Language;
Physical Development; and
Personal, Social and Emotional development.
These prime areas are those most essential for your child’s healthy development and future
learning.
The prime areas will help children to develop skills in 4 specific areas.
These are:
Literacy;
Mathematics;
Understanding the World; and
Expressive Arts and Design.

These 7 areas are used to plan your child’s learning and activities. As Early Years staff, we will
make sure that the activities are suited to your child’s unique needs.

Learning and Development
At Grosvenor Road Primary School, we have very high expectations and challenge
each child to achieve the best they can. We offer a good balance of adult led
activities as well as child self initiated learning activities. Children also have
continuous access to our outdoor area.

Over the year we cover a variety of topics where children can
investigate and learn in a practical and exciting way.
Some of our topics this year have been led by the children’s interests,
such as; Superheroes, Pop Stars, Dinosaurs, Pirates.

In Reception, we closely monitor children’s learning and development
through careful observations. We use a secure online learning journal called
‘Tapestry’ to record observations of children whilst they are at school. These
observations inform our assessments and enable us to plan for their
individual next steps in learning.
Tapestry also allows us to share these observations with parents through a
secure app. The app is free to download to a smartphone or tablet. You will
be able to view your child’s observations and make comments, as well as
being able to upload your own photos or videos of your child with things that
they have done at home. In order for us to share observations with parents,
all we will require is an email address.

The Reception Environment
Our Reception classrooms are made up of different areas of provision where children
can learn through play, developing all areas of learning.
Here are some photographs of the provision in our Reception:
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The School Day
Doors Open

Day Ends

8.45am

3.05pm

Doors close at 8.55am

It is essential that you bring and collect your child on time.

We currently have a one-way system in place around school.
Please follow the one-way system around school to the Reception entrance and
continue to follow it as you leave the school grounds.
In the morning, all Reception children will enter school through the same door.
At the end of the day, the children leave school through their own classroom doors.

Uniform
Boys

Girls

Grey trousers

Grey skirt/pinafore dress/trousers

Yellow/white polo shirt

Yellow/white polo shirt

School sweatshirt/cardigan

School sweatshirt/cardigan

Black sensible shoes (velcro)

Black sensible shoes (velcro)

School jumpers, cardigans and book bags can be purchased from Whittakers in Swinton.
Please visit their website for details regarding purchasing uniform:
www.whittakersschoolwear.co.uk .

(In Summer, boys may wear grey shorts & girls may wear pink/red checked dresses)
Please provide your child with a spare set of clothing in case of accidents.
They can be left in a bag on their peg to be used if needed.
Please ensure all clothes are clearly labelled with your child’s name as they may get confused and
lost if they are not marked.
Outdoors is an extension of the indoor classroom and will be accessed on a daily basis by the
children in all weathers. Please ensure that they have a pair of named wellington boots. It would be
beneficial if you could leave them at school as we cannot predict the weather. However, feel free to
take them home when they are needed.
On sunny days, particularly at the start and end of the school year, please put sun cream on your
child before school and send in a hat to wear outside.

What will my child need to bring to school?

School
uniform

A set of spare
clothes (in a
drawstring bag)

A coat with a
hood

A pair of wellies
(to be kept in
school)

Black
velcro shoes

A book bag
and
Water bottle

Lunch
You can choose for your child to have a hot meal provided by our school kitchen or,
if you prefer, you can send your child with a packed lunch from home.
All children in Reception are entitled to Universal Free School Meals. Therefore, no
payment is required.

Children are entitled to free milk until the term in which they turn five. You will
receive a milk order form which you must complete in order for your child to
have milk. When your child turns five, a payment is required if you wish your
child to continue to have milk.

Reading
Reading is a very important part of your child’s learning.

It is an exciting time for you and your child to share and develop a love of books and
stories.

When your child has settled into Reception they will be given a school reading book
and reading record and a set of key words.
We listen to children read daily and change their book at least three times a week.
Remember to bring your child’s book to school everyday. Please hear your child
read every day then sign and date the reading record. Children who read everyday
at home with an adult make far better progress than those who aren’t given the
opportunity to read regularly.
Confident readers are more likely to make good progress in writing.
We will give you more information about how we can work together with you to
help your child become an independent reader when you child starts Reception.

Induction Packs
Data Collection Sheet

Consent and Agreement Pack

Please complete all sections of this form.

Please complete all sections of this form.

Induction Packs
‘All About Me’ form

Tapestry Consent form

School Communications
(New Parents)
Later TODAY you will receive a SMS TEXT
INVITE on your telephone – to set up your
ParentApps Account and download the app.
Please select ACCEPT INVITATION and
complete this 2 minute process as soon as
possible.
Parents who already have an
active account (older siblings in
school) – your ‘new child’ has
been added to your account.

New Parents and Children
Visit our Reception classrooms and see our Early Years
environment on Tuesday 29th June
Come and have a look around your new classroom and meet your teacher.
Due to current restrictions, only one adult will be able to attend this
session with their child.
Face coverings must be worn by all parents/carers at all times whilst on the
school premises.

The Visit Day will take place on:
Tuesday 29th June
It will take place after school:
(3.30pm – 4.00pm)
Please sign up to attend this visit session before you leave today.

We look forward to welcoming you
to Reception.
Transition for children in our Nursery will take place in July.

Visit day for new parents and children: Tuesday 29th June (3.30 – 4.00pm)

Thank you.

