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These are the adults who work in Nursery.
Mrs Tinkler is the teacher primarily for Nursery 1, Mrs Smyth is the teacher
primarily for Nursery 2. However, as the children can free flow across the
rooms and outdoors, the staff work across the whole of Nursery, providing
support for learning and taking individual children’s needs into account.
Our learning support staff are Mrs Whitehead and Mrs Libbey, who along
with Mrs Tinkler and Mrs Smyth lead the Key Groups in Nursery. Mr Gleadell
and Miss Thompson provide support across both classes.




















8.45-8.55 Welcome to Nursery, singing and dancing on the carpet.
Register
Nursery Rhymes and Phonics
Snack
Continuous Provision, indoors and outside
Tidying
Maths
Number rhymes and counting
Lunchtime
Outdoor play/class time supported by Welfare and Nursery Staff
Afternoon Register
Key Group time
Continuous Provision
Tidying
Story
Home Time

As the children come into school in the morning we have activities and singing and
dancing for the children to choose from whilst everyone arrives and settles in. We sit
down for the register once the doors have closed at 8.55am. We begin the day with
songs, nursery rhymes and phonic activities, followed by snack. This is a lovely social
time when we split into our smaller key worker groups and have our milk, fruit and a
good chat.
After snack the children are working in our continuous provision areas where the
staff support them in their chosen activities. both inside and outdoors.
At around 10.30am we stop to tidy up (very important!) and get ready for maths
themed activities, songs and games. We are currently focussing on colour, matching
and sorting.
Then at 11.30am it’s lunchtime. All the children go into the dining hall for lunch and
afterwards they all have the opportunity to play outside and spend some time in
class.
In the afternoons we focus on different areas of learning. We become explorers and
scientists, investigators, artists, designers, musicians, actors, builders and storytellers.
We always finish the day with a story before going home.

Early Years Foundation Stage – Nursery and Reception


Seven areas of learning –

PRIME AREAS
* Personal, Social & Emotional Development
* Communication & Language
* Physical Development
SPECIFIC AREAS
* Mathematics
* Literacy
* Understanding the World
* Expressive Arts & Design

There are seven areas of learning outlined in the Early Years Foundation
Stage. In Nursery, the children experience every area on a daily basis.
Our main focus is on the Prime Areas of Personal, Social and Emotional
Development, Physical Development and Communication and Language.
These are the foundation blocks that allow other learning to take place
and help to prepare children for success in the Specific Areas and in their
later school life. Our planning for all areas is based on purposeful play, as
this is the way children learn best. It also reflects the fact that children
are individuals, developing at their own rate and in their own ways.

What do we hope to see?


Children wanting to try new activities, and concentrating
on their learning



Children showing self confidence & self esteem



Making relationships



Children showing appropriate behaviour & self control



Children able to take responsibility for aspects of self care



Children showing a sense of community

What we are looking for is that our children make connections and develop
positive relationships with all staff and other children.
Our aim is to have happy and confident children, who are willing to explore
all our environment and have a go at trying all activities, eager to take on
challenges and develop a ‘never give up’ attitude to their learning.
We strive to ensure that our children develop into kind, caring and
empathetic individuals who understand and follow rules and boundaries.
We encourage children to develop independence in their own self care and
how to manage conflicts.

What do we hope to see?






Children being involved in different kinds of
movement and being able to use space
Children showing health & bodily
awareness
Children using equipment and materials
safely and appropriately

In the area of Physical Development we provide opportunities for children to
be involved in different kinds of movement and being able to use the space
around them.
We support the children in their growing health & bodily awareness,
encouraging their independence and praising their successes. We provide
opportunities for children to learn to use equipment and materials safely
and appropriately, such as knives and forks, scissors and mark making tools.

What will we observe?





Building Listening and attention skills
Understanding the words we use
Developing vocabulary and speaking

This area of learning is important for helping the children to develop their
communication and language skills.

We focus on developing children’s listening skills. To do this the children
need to understand our carpet rules which are; good sitting, good looking,
lips closed and ears listening.
We ensure that the language we use and the questions we ask are at the
appropriate level for each individual child so that the children develop
confidence in their communication skills and know they can achieve.
We provide opportunities for children to express themselves effectively,
ensuring that their opinions and the news they wish to share are valued.
Additionally, we focus on giving the children enriching and varied vocabulary
to aid their communication skills, linking in with life experiences.

What will we observe?
➢ Children showing an interest in reading
stories and joining in with rhyming
activities
➢ Children showing an interest in mark
making,
➢ Being able to talk about what they have
drawn and developing pencil control.

In reading, we provide activities to support and encourage a love of books. We
look for children showing interest in reading stories and joining in with rhyming
activities. Understanding rhyme is a very important step towards becoming a
successful reader.
In phonic sessions we use ‘Little Wandle’, a systematic programme which aims to
build children's speaking and listening skills in their own right as well as to
prepare children for learning to read by developing their phonic knowledge and
skills. Our vocabulary development is supported by a scheme called ‘Word
Aware’ and builds on the children’s interests and areas of development.
In writing, we provide opportunities and stimulus for children to develop an
interest in mark making, for example helping to write a shopping list, a menu or
an invitation to a party. We encourage all forms of mark making, as what might
be seen as a scribble by some is actually the early steps to becoming a writer. We
provide lots of activities to make big arm movements like ribbon twirling, water
painting with large brushes and window cleaning. These help to build muscle
strength which will help children to develop good pencil control.

What will we observe?




Children having an in-depth understanding
of number
Working with shape, space & measures
in the environment.

Developing a strong grounding in number is essential so that all children
develop the necessary building blocks to excel mathematically. Children
should be able to count confidently, develop a deep understanding of the
numbers to 10, the relationships between them and the patterns within
those numbers.
We provide frequent and varied opportunities to build and apply this
understanding - such as using ‘manipulatives’, including small pebbles and
tens frames for organising counting - children will develop a secure base of
knowledge and vocabulary from which mastery of mathematics is built. In
addition, it is important that the curriculum includes rich opportunities for
children to develop their spatial reasoning skills across all areas of
mathematics including shape, space and measures.
It is important that children develop positive attitudes and interests in
mathematics, look for patterns and relationships, spot connections, ‘have a
go’, talk to adults and peers about what they notice and not be afraid to
make mistakes.


What will we observe?
 People, cultures and communities
 The natural world
 Past and present

Understanding the World is focused on the growing knowledge and
interaction the children have with the world around them.

In people, communities and cultures we look for children to develop an
understanding about their own families and become interested in the wider
society including jobs and family celebrations.

We also encourage children to develop enthusiasm for exploring nature,
being able to talk about what they see and showing care and concern for
living creatures.

What will we observe?



Creating with materials
Being imaginative and expressive

We look to give the children the opportunity to experiment with and
confidently use a variety of materials and talk about their creations. We also
promote singing, dancing and playing musical instruments within this area of
learning.
We encourage the children to develop their own imagination through play,
and build on life skills and experiences taking on roles of the storyteller. This
can include making props to support their narrative play and following
children’s specific interests across the continuous provision.

Outdoor learning has a very important role to play in Early Years education,
not just as a space where we can move in different ways, climb and play ball
games. Every area of the curriculum is covered as we learn to negotiate
space and take turns with equipment, develop our relationships with others
and explore the wider world. We use our growing vocabulary to describe
what we see and our maths knowledge to describe shapes in the
environment and count what we find.

We go out in all weather and explore the wind rain and snow, so please
supply a coat with a hood and wellies.

Characteristics of learning
The characteristics of learning focus on how children learn and their attitude
to learning. What we are developing within the characteristics is a real love
for and joy in learning. We are looking to:
 develop children who are willing and have the confidence to have a go at
all activities.
 develop perseverance when met with a challenge, meeting it head on and
celebrating their achievements.
 develop children who are happy, healthy and have a real thirst and joy in
their learning journey.





Please remember water bottles (water only, no
juice)
PLEASE label your child’s uniform,
coats, hats and gloves, shoes (if possible)

We are very proud of how well the children have
settled into Nursery.

Your 50p donations to our weekly fund have been
gratefully received – thank you!
‘Bob Dog’ money box

We have enjoyed looking at all of the photos and
videos that have been uploaded to Tapestry. The
children really enjoy sharing their photos in class.
Thank you for your support.

Thank you for ensuring that your child brings their water bottle to school every day.
Children have their own space to keep their water bottle in the classroom and have
access to it at any time during the day. Just a quick reminder that bottles must be
labelled with your child’s name and contain only water, not juice.
Nursery Fund
In our newsletter we mentioned our fund which we use to buy special resources and
enhancements for our learning environment. We kindly ask for a donation of 50p per
week which can be brought into school by your child and placed in their class money
box. Our class money box is Bob Dog, who eats the pennies from his bowl, and is very
popular with the children.
Please could we ask that your child’s name is clearly marked in their cardigan or
jumper. Could you also check at home in case your child has accidentally brought one
home which belongs to another child. Where possible, please name coats and other
items your child brings in to wear outside, such as gloves, scarves and hats.
Occasionally, when changing out of their wellies, children put on the wrong shoes.
We aim to right this as quickly as possible, but please mark shoes with your child’s
name if possible. Thank you!

We hope that you have enjoyed seeing some of the things your child has been doing
via Tapestry. We have used the information gathered during these observations to
assess development and identify your child’s next steps in learning.

We have really enjoyed seeing your home observations too. It has given us a great
insight into what the children enjoy doing at home. We ask the children if they would
like to show their photos to the rest of the class, celebrating their achievements and
‘wow moments’. We display them on the smartboard and the children have the
opportunity to tell us what they have been doing at home. This is great for
developing confidence, understanding and speaking skills. Please keep sharing your
home observations with us.
TAPESTRY Update
We will put a notice up on the door to alert you to a new class message. Please check
regularly for your child’s observations.

Thank you
We just want to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you
for all of your support, as the children have started school.
We’re sure you’ll agree that they have settled brilliantly. We
are extremely proud of all of them.

We’re looking forward to a fun year of learning ahead.
Many thanks for your continued support.
Mrs Tinkler and Mrs Smyth

Any Questions ?
If you do have any questions, please do not hesitate to speak
with a member of the Nursery Staff when you collect your
child or email school –
grosvenorroad.primaryschool@salford.gov.uk
Thank you

