Reception Reading Meeting 2022

“Teaching your child to read is one of
the most rewarding challenges a
parent or carer can undertake. A
parent is a child's first teacher in their
most formative years and therefore
nothing should be more natural than
developing your child's joy of learning
to read.”

What is Phonics?
Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly and skilfully.
They are taught how to:
❖recognise the sounds that each individual letter makes;
❖identify the sounds that different combinations of letters make – such as
‘sh’ or ‘oo’; and
❖blend these sounds together from left to right to make a word.
Children can then use this knowledge to ‘de-code’ new words that they
hear or see. This is the first important step in learning to read.
Research shows that when phonics is taught in a structured way – starting
with the easiest sounds and progressing through to the most complex – it is
the most effective way of teaching young children to read.

Letters and Sounds
Phase 1
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Environmental sounds
Instrumental sounds
Body percussion
Rhythm and rhyme
Alliteration
Voice sounds
Oral blending and segmenting

The aim is for the children to experience regular, planned opportunities to
listen carefully and talk extensively about what can hear, see and do.

Phase 1 Activities
Environmental Sounds
Listening walks
This is a listening activity that can take place indoors or outdoors.
Sound lotto
There are many commercially produced sound lotto games that
involve children matching pictures to a taped sound.
Describe and find it
Set up a model farmyard. Describe one of the animals but do not tell
the children it’s name. Say, for example: This animal has horns, four
legs and a tail. Ask them to say which animal it is.

Phase 1 Activities
Instrumental Sounds
Story sounds
As you read or tell stories, encourage the children to play their
instruments in different ways (e.g. Make this instrument sound like giant’s
footsteps, … a fairy fluttering, … a cat pouncing, … an elephant stamping).
Animal sounds
Provide a variety of animal puppets or toys and a range of instruments.
Encourage the children to play with the instruments and the animals.
Discuss matching sounds to the animals.
Making Instruments
Children use home-made shakers to explore and learn how sounds can be
changed.

Phase 1 Activities
Body Percussion
Action songs
Singing songs and action rhymes is a vital part of Phase One activities and
should be an everyday event. Children need to develop a wide repertoire
of songs and rhymes. Be sure to include multi-sensory experiences such
as action songs in which the children have to add claps, knee pats and
foot stamps or move in a particular way.
Moving Outdoors
Using the outdoor area as much as possible encourages children to
explore different ways of making sounds with their bodies.
Observe how well the children march, stamp and splash to a beat.

Phase 1 Activities
Rhythm and Rhyme
Rhyming books
Regularly include rhyming books as part of daily book-sharing. Read
these books with plenty of intonation and expression so that the children
tune into the rhythm of the language and the rhyming words.
Learning songs and rhymes
Make sure that singing and rhyming activities are part of a daily routine.
Play with rhyming words throughout the course of the day and have fun
with them. Sing or chant nursery rhymes.
Rhyming soup
Sit with a selection of rhyming objects (e.g. rat, hat, cat) placed on the
floor. Use a bowl and spoon as props to act out the silly soup song.

Phase 1 Activities
Alliteration
I spy
Start the game by saying I spy something beginning with… and give the
sound of the first letter.

Sound box/bag
Make collections of objects with names beginning with the same sound.
Create a song, such as ‘What have we got in the sound box today?’ and
then show the objects one at a time. Emphasise the initial sound (e.g. s-ss-snake, s-s-s-sock, s-s-s-sausage)
Silly soup
Provide the children with a selection of items with names that begin with
the same sound. Show them how you can make some ‘silly soup’ by
putting ‘ingredients’ (e.g. a banana, bumble bee and bug) into a bowl.

Phase 1 Activities
Voice Sounds
Making trumpets
Make amplifiers (trumpet shapes) from simple cones of paper or
lightweight card and experiment by making different noises through the
cones.
Metal Mike
Feed words to Metal Mike (a toy robot computer). Have ready a bag of
pictures of objects (e.g. cat, dog, mug, sock) and sound out and blend the
phonemes in their names. We speak like robots as we sound out the words.
Singing songs
Provide a wide selection of rhymes and songs on CD or tape so that the
children can choose to listen to and join in with their favourites, and can
extend their repertoire.

Phase 1 Activities
Oral Blending and Segmenting
As the children progress through this phase they will begin to
orally blend and segment words. Orally segmenting involves the
children being able to identify the individual sounds that are
contained in words e.g. cat is made up of c-a-t. Oral blending is the
children’s ability to ‘blend’ individual sounds together to form
words. E.g. s-o-ck blended to give the word sock.

Phase 2
In Phase 2, the work from all aspects of Phase 1 is reinforced as
the children progress onto learning the link between
graphemes (written letters) and phonemes (the letter sounds).
The children will use this knowledge to begin to blend to read
and segment to spell using graphemes taught.

We teach the sounds in the following order…
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We usually teach
four new sounds a
week and have a
review lesson on a
Friday. You will get
a list of the sounds
that we are
learning to have at
home. This will
help you with
formation and
pronunciation.

Each sound that we teach to begin with has either a
mnemonic (like the astronaut that you can see here) or a
phrase like ‘rock that sock’ for ‘ck’. This helps the children
recognise and remember the graphemes. Every time we
teach a new sound, we also read words during the phonics
lesson that contain that new sound, so that the children
practise what they have learned. We then go on to reading a
sentence containing some of those words. We have displays
in the classroom and on the tables to support the children
throughout the day.

Key word folder

Your child will receive a Key Word Folder at the end of this half term.
Inside this folder you will find some flashcards with some letter sounds on.
These cards can be used in lots of different ways.
On the next slide are some ideas for ways they can be used at home.
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Tricky Words
During phonics sessions, children will also be gradually
introduced to ‘tricky words’.
These words will also be added to their key word folders.
Tricky words will be printed on orange card so that children know
it is a tricky word when they are practising them.
When teaching tricky words, we always explain to the children
why the word is tricky and/or which part of the word makes it
tricky.
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The Reading Book
Your child will bring home a wordless book for the first few weeks.
Here are a few tips for sharing wordless picture books with your child.

How to use the Reading Book
• Spend time looking at the cover and talking about the book’s title. Based on
those two things, make a few predictions about the story.
• Take a “picture walk” through the pages of the book. Look carefully at the
expressions on characters’ faces, the setting and the colours they can see.
Talk to each other about what you see. These conversations will enrich the
storytelling.
• Sharing wordless books is a terrific way to build important literacy skills,
including listening skills, vocabulary, comprehension — and an increased
awareness of how stories are “built,” as the storyteller often uses a
beginning, middle, end format. For a book with no words, you’ll be surprised
at all the talking you will do, and all the fun you’ll have!
• One of the wonderful benefits of using wordless books is how each child
creates their own story (or stories!) from the same pictures.

What is
happening in the
picture?

Who can you
see? What are
they doing?

What can you
see?
(Naming objects)

Where do you
think they are
going?

Can you find
something
beginning with
‘b’?

Books without words are an ideal introduction to reading.
They allow children to develop their own story-telling skills by
describing what they can see in the pictures.

After reading the book…
Spend some time talking about the book.
Explore the questions and prompts at the back of
the book.

This is important for developing your child’s
understanding of the text (comprehension skills).
Phonics provides children with the skills to decode
and read the words. It is extremely important that
we explain the meaning of words and spend time
developing children’s understanding of what they
have read.

Reading in Reception
In Reception, all children will read with an adult
every day, in one of the following ways:
Reading in Reception
Individual

Reading Book

Individual

Letter Sound Cards/
Key Words

Group

Guided Reading

READING BOOKS/LIBRARY BOOKS
Reading Books

Library Books

These books will be matched to your child’s
phonic knowledge.

For you to share with your child/read to your
child.

These books will be sent home for your child to
read to you, with your support.

Reading to your child is invaluable.
They develop understanding, increase vocabulary
and develop a love of stories.

READING BOOKS/LIBRARY BOOKS
Reading Books

Library Books

Your child’s reading book will usually be changed
on Monday/Wednesday/Friday.
If we feel that your child would benefit from
having their book for longer we will change/adapt
this to reflect individual needs.

After the October half term we will begin to send
home Library books.
Children will be able to choose a Library book on a
Friday, to share at home over the weekend.
This book will be returned to school the following
Monday.

Reading to your child
‘Reading to your child on a regular basis, especially at a young age, is crucial in helping them develop skills
as a reader’.

Choosing the book:
Your child may have selected a library book.
Follow your child’s interests.
Encourage activities that require reading. For example:
•
•
•

Cooking (reading a recipe),
Building a model (reading instructions),
identifying an animal/plant (reading a reference book to find the answers)
The Local Library
Visit the library on a regular basis. Let your child apply for their
own library card so they can check out books on their own – this
will build up their self-confidence and independence too.

Talk for writing – story maps
Reading and writing go hand in hand. Children want to learn to write and to
practise writing. If pencils, crayons, and paper available at all times, your child
will be more inclined to initiate writing activities on his/her own.
There are numerous opportunities for them to do this in the classroom.

Make time to read…
Establish a reading time, even if it's only 10 minutes each day.
Encourage your child to practice reading aloud and praise them as
much as possible. Offer to read every other page. Have conversations
and discussions about the book with your child.

Read a wide range of books

Stories with ‘sound effects’

Rhyming stories
and Poems

Repetitive Stories

Extending vocabulary

Traditional tales

Ways to encourage reading at home…
Keep a variety of reading materials in the house. Make sure to have books that are
interesting to your child.
Have some books the children can read for themselves, some they need a little support
with, and some for you to read.
Encourage them to have favourite books.

Make sure there is a good reading light in your child's
room and stock their bookshelves with books and
magazines that are easy to both read and reach.

What happens now?
On Friday, all children in Reception will bring home their first reading book! ☺

Reading at Home
Please ensure that your child reads at home every day and then please write a
comment in your child’s reading record each day to let us know how they get on.

Green Readers
Please ensure that you write a comment in your child’s reading record every day.
Children that read at home every day will receive a ‘Green Reader’ sticker in their
Reading Record on a Friday.

Your child should bring each of the following items to school everyday:

Book Bag

Reading Book or Library Book

Reading Record

Key Word Folder

PHONICS MORNINGS IN RECEPTION

Tuesday 18th or Wednesday 19th October
(9.00am – 10.00am)
Phonics is the method we use to teach children how to read.

These mornings will give you the opportunity to see how we teach Phonics in school. We will be sharing
examples of activities that we do in class and providing ideas for ways that you can support your child
with their reading at home.
We hope you can join us!

